
Policy for interment in Southwest Montana Veterans Cemetery 
Columbariums 

 

The purpose of this policy is to create requirements and guidelines for interment into 
the Southwest Montana Veteran’s Cemetery.  (SWMTVC), while keeping the cost to the 
veteran’s family minimal if not free.  

• This policy applies to honorably discharged veterans and their spouse who wish to 
be interred in the SWMTVC at time of death. There are no exceptions to the 
aforementioned statement. 

•   If the veteran dies first and the spouse has passed, they can both be interred at the 
same time. 

•   The spouse cannot be interred before the veteran, as the death benefit does not 
apply to them.  

• The spouse can be interred later, with commission adopted general population 
opening and closing fees being applied.   

• The death benefit paid by Gallatin County to the veteran, is currently five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) and will be used as reimbursement to the city for the next available 
niche.  

• The veterans receive, as a benefit a Bronze Niche faceplate (Z), as labeled in the 
general information claim for standard government headstone or marker 
forms.  This is the plaque that will be used for the columbarium fronts for the 
SWMTVC columbaria.  This will create uniformity and standardization throughout. 

• For future in ground burial, the bronze flat marker (B) will be the choice for 
uniformity.  This can additionally be found in the general information claim for 
standard government headstone or marker forms. 

• The funeral homes will verify eligibility for interment at the SWMTVC.   This will 
include DD214, honorably discharged, etc. This will generate the county death 
benefit that will then be used as a reimbursement to the city for the next available 
niche in the columbaria.   

• The Funeral home (s) will contact the finance department with the City of Bozeman 
with the information and reimbursement amount. 

• The Finance Department sends a burial permit to Cemetery Division, which then 
generates placement of urn, or urns in the columbarium. 

• Urn placement is sequential, and systematic, with no “skipping around” or picking 
your niche.  The sequence and order have been determined by the cemetery 
coordinator for the City of Bozeman.  

• Out of area interment charge, will be commensurate with current County 
reimbursement. 


