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Good afternoon, Chairman Galt and committee members, My name is Brian 

Heaston [spell name], I am the senior water resources engineer for the City of 

Bozeman.   

Bozeman stands in SUPPORT of HB 664.  HB 664 together with HB 736 are 

needed to formulate a workable nutrient policy for MT that makes reasonable 

incremental progress in reducing nutrient pollution state-wide.   

Bozeman operates an advanced wastewater treatment plant that removes over 

90% of nutrients.  The East Gallatin is a wastewater stream that is subject to the 

numeric criteria this bill will repeal.  Our discharge is also regulated by an EPA-approved 

document, which is known as total maximum daily load, or TMDL, that requires 

Bozeman’s nutrient discharge meet the numeric criteria before our effluent even enters 

the East Gallatin River.  Trouble is, there is no treatment technology that exists that can 

meet this standard end of pipe. The cost for Bozeman to implement limit of technology 

treatment exceeds $100M – and even then, our discharge wouldn’t meet the TMDL.  In 

other words, we would need a variance from the nutrient standards even with this level 

of investment.   



Bozeman supports HB 664 in conjunction with the nutrient offsets bill, HB 736, 

because it repeals the unachievable numeric criteria and requires TMDLs based on those 

criteria to be amended by DEQ.  This provides an opportunity for feasible permit limits 

to be established.  

I am available for any questions the committee may have. 

 


