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Jim Veltkamp

House Judiciary Committee
2-25-2025

Good morning Madam Chair and Judiciary Committee Members, My name is Jim Veltkamp
(V-E-L-T-K-A-M-P), the City of Bozeman’s Police Chief. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify in SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 581.

Montana Code currently requires municipal police chiefs to appoint one or more sworn
police officers or reserve officers to their municipal courts. Considering budget issues and
the cost of hiring officers, the lack of authorized officers, and recruiting challenges, this
requirement has become difficult to meet. House Bill 581 would expand the options police
chiefs have to fill this critical role. It would expand the current definition of special services
officers to include unsworn, full time, paid members of a law enforcement agency and
authorize chiefs to assign one or more as court officers.

Passage of this bill would be beneficial in a variety of ways. First, it would save money,
since the overall cost of a special services officer is substantially less than that of a sworn
officer. Second, it would create an opportunity for those interested in eventually becoming
sworn officers. Third, it would allow some Cities to provide more consistent security in
their Courts than if they’re limited to sworn officers. Finally, it would keep the sworn
officers out in the community.

There are also easy answers to some of the concerns [ have heard. First, I've heard a
concern about felons in the courtrooms. This bill applies to municipal courts, which only

handle misdemeanors who have nearly always walked into court to plead guilty, expecting
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to serve a sentence immediately. Second, powers of arrest. They don’t need the power of
arrest because they are just providing security and at times transporting folks who have
already been remanded into custody. Third, training. Itis up to each police department to
ensure they are trained appropriately, something we all consistently do. Finally, many
states have bailiffs or similar positions, so the practice of using someone besides a standard
police officer is common.

As a police chief, I have a duty to ensure and enhance the public’s safety while looking for
ways to do so more efficiently. This bill will help municipal police agencies take a step
toward that goal.

[ look forward to answering any questions you may have. Thank you.
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