
 

 

Good Afternoon, Chair and Committee Members. My name is Susan Gregory (G-R-E-G-O-R-Y) and I 
am the Director of the Bozeman Public Library.  Our Library serves the citizens of Bozeman and 
Gallatin County, as well as those people who live out of county and pay the non-resident fee for a 
Bozeman Public Library card. 

  

I urge you all to oppose Senate Bill 451. SB 451 would limit the definition of what the “core public 
functions” of a free public library are to those approved by the state, not local communities.  It is an 
example of government overreach in that it takes the ability to define what library services are 
needed in a community away from local library boards and local library patrons and citizens and 
gives that control to state legislators. 

  

The bill lists several core public library functions, including the promotion of reading, educational 
support, access to technology and meeting room space.  The functions listed in the bill are 
currently available in Montana libraries.  What the bill does not include are the many valuable 
library services and materials that are offered in Montana libraries at the request of library patrons 
and library board members.  These services vary from one community to another depending on 
local choices and patron requests.  Some examples of the varied services include: 

  

o Providing test proctoring, notary, and passport services; 

o Partnering with local food banks to provide free lunches for children who don’t have access 
to free and reduced hot lunches during the summer. In Bozeman, we saw more than 100 
children daily in the summer who came to the Library for the free lunch and free library 
programming. It was the only meal of the day for many children. 

o Preserving local tribal culture through sewing circles and gardening classes, such as those 
offered at the Chief Dullknife College. Last year, six Montana libraries, including the 
Glasgow City Library, and the Medicine Spring Library at the Blackfeet Community College, 
worked to address the epidemic of loneliness by hosting artists in residence through the 
Creative Aging Programs which offered arts classes to seniors. 

o Offering free health and wellness classes: The Belgrade Community Library supports 
physical activity and wellness through Fitness at the Library, which includes community 



classes, and a program for children called Get Up and Move which is especially popular in 
the winter when it’s too cold to play outside. 

o Providing access to medical information and care: The Ronan Library District provides 
private space and computer resources for telehealth appointments. 

  

To summarize, local community members, library patrons and library boards have the right to 
choose and implement the programs and services needed in the community’s public library.  The 
state should not intrude on Montanan's ability to shape the services and programs that their 
tax dollars pay for.  

  

Please oppose Senate Bill 451.   

  

Thank you. 

  

Susan F. Gregory, Director 

Bozeman Public Library 

 


