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Good afternoon, Vice Chairman Cuffe and Committee members, My name is
Brian Heaston (Brian with an ‘', last name spelled: HE A S T O N), | am the Senior
Water Resources Engineer for the City of Bozeman. Thank you for the opportunity today
to testify in SUPPORT of Senate Bill 357.

SB 357 would extend the duration of existing water reservations issued by order
of the Board of Natural Resources and Conservation in the Missouri River basin above
Fort Peck. Pursuant to the board’s order, these reservations were granted subject to
being perfected by December 31, 2025, meaning that these water reservations must be
put to use by the end of this year or they may cease to exist.

A water reservation is a special type of water right that was authorized by the
Legislature, in part, to serve as a future municipal water supply. It is imperative that the
2025 year-end perfection deadline of the reservation order be extended to allow the
City of Bozeman, and other municipal reservants, the ability to grow into our full
reservation allocations. Bozeman has long planned to put our reservation right to use to
support future growth and development. Our reservation volume can supply over 2,600

new single family homes, the need for which has never been greater to ease the housing

supply and affordability issues facing our community.



The City of Bozeman understands that an amendment will be put onto the bill to
clarify the reservation extension language. We support are in support of that
amendment.

| am available to answer any questions the Committee may have.



