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Good Afternoon Chair and members of the committee. My name is Ellie Newell (N-E-W-E-L-L) and |
am the Youth Services Department Head at the Bozeman Public Library. | am a public librarian
serving people ages 0 through 18 and their caregivers.

| urge you all to oppose Senate Bill 396. SB 396 would limit families' access to the library materials
they need and want to aid difficult and important conversations with their children.

The main fault in the bill's language is its too-broad and imprecise description of public library
materials of, quote, "a sexual or graphic nature." Historically, such language has been used to
exclude materials that discuss anatomy and physiology, puberty, consent, and sexual abuse. While
these topics may cause discomfort for some people, my experience is that many Montana families
need and request age-appropriate material on these subjects from their public library. My staff and |
are frequently asked by kids and their parents for assistance in locating them.

Some of the most poignant reference questions I've been asked have been from parents seeking
books to inform conversations with their children who have survived sexual violence. I've assisted
parents of children as young as two years old who desperately need children's books that can help
try and make sense of some horrible abuse that has already occurred. Books help these children
understand that sexual contact is only acceptable between consenting adults, and that the abuse
is never the child's fault or secret to keep. For these families, books "of a sexual or graphic nature" -
children's books that describe anatomical facts, sexual acts, or consent - are an absolute lifeline
during a time of trauma and heartbreak. Montana families depend on having access to these books.

These books check out frequently, indicating that library patrons often find and check out books on
sensitive topics without the assistance of library staff. This privacy and anonymity is central to
library patrons' rights. Housing age-appropriate health books in children's collections enables
patrons to easily and discreetly access books they need when they may not feel comfortable
approaching library staff for assistance. One of our professional values, as librarians, is to make it
as frictionless as possible for people to connect with the books they need. When a family is in
trauma, we want to make it as easy as possible for them to find books that will help them find their
way back into the light.

As a librarian, it is never my place to impose my values or beliefs on children or families through my
book recommendations. Rather, it is simply my job to connect families with the books that they
need, that meet their family values, that answer their curiosities and needs for stories and
information. SB 396 would make my job immeasurably more difficult by denying kids and their
families tools they need to discuss complicated and sad topics like sexual abuse.



Montana's kids and families don't need Senate Bill 396. They need robust public libraries with the
right books to meet their needs, even difficult needs such as those that would be worsened, not
improved, by this well-intentioned but ill-aimed bill.

Thank you.



