
 
 
Thank you, Chairperson and thank you to members of this committee.  My name is Terry Cunningham 
(spell) and I’m the Mayor of Bozeman. I speak today on behalf of the Bozeman City Commission.  
 
The City of Bozeman sits at the “headwaters of the headwaters” near the source of the Gallatin River. 
Everything we do related to the Gallatin River and its tributaries has literal downstream consequences 
for a broad swath of America. The way that we steward the waters that flow through our community 
can set an example for other communities that benefit from streams, creeks and rivers that flow 
through them.  
 
Recognizing the emerging science relate to the dangers of plastics in our waterways, in November, 2024 
an overwhelming majority of Bozeman voters elected to enact a ban on certain single-use plastics in our 
community. It is the clear will of my constituents to be able to regulate the intrusion of harmful plastics 
into the Gallatin River and its tributaries.  
 
HD 160 seeks to overturn a previous piece of legislation known as the “ban on bans” for single use 
plastics. One of the chief arguments when the original bill was passed was that there should be a state-
wide policy on single use plastics, yet no such plan has emerged, and no such stare-wide discussion has 
taken place.  
 
In the absence of any state-wide action related to the pollution of our waterways with harmful 
chemicals and particles, I ask that you allow the local communities who are stewards of the health of 
local waterways to take local action if they chose to do so – and if their citizens support such an effort.  
 
Thank you for your time today. 
 
 


