
SB 1 Testimony 

Chair Hertz and members of the Committee, good morning, my name is Dani Hess H-E-S-S and I 
am here on behalf of the City of Bozeman in support of Senate Bill 1.  

The purpose of creating an Urban Renewal or TIF District is to improve conditions of “blight” in 
communities across the state through new investment. In making a determination of blight, 
local decision makers rely on clear criteria in Montana code. This bill and the amendments to 
Section 2 that we’ve been working on with MTLCT, clarify and simplify those criteria, specifically 
around the physical integrity and function of public infrastructure and surrounding buildings. 
The language in SB 1 modernizes existing code language and brings into focus the conditions of 
the built environment and essential public infrastructure needed to serve current uses and spur 
new development.  

The City of Bozeman stands in support of SB 1 and I thank you for your time and consideration 
this morning.  

SB 2 Testimony 

Chair Hertz and members of the Committee, good morning, my name is Dani Hess H-E-S-S and I 
am here on behalf of the City of Bozeman to oppose Senate Bill 2.  

TIF districts are designed to generate new taxable value for local taxing jurisdiction by focusing 
public and private investment in areas that otherwise would not see new development. This bill 
prevents the new taxable value generated within TIF districts from contributing to city, county, 
and school tax revenue when the district expires.  

If the benefit of new taxable value doesn’t return to taxing jurisdictions to fund our schools, 
maintain public infrastructure, increase housing supply, or bolster public safety services, it is 
unlikely any existing districts would have been created or that new districts will be created. The 
negative consequences of this bill as presented are significant for cities, counties and their 
residents, as well as private businesses. SB 2 would literally remove the value of TIF as the 
primary economic development tool that cities have to spur public and private investment to 
address community needs. 

The City of Bozeman urges the committee to vote no on Senate Bill 2. Thanks again for your 
time this morning.  

SB 3 Testimony 

Chair Hertz and members of the committee, my name is Dani Hess H-E-S-S, and I represent the 
City of Bozeman - testifying in support of SB 3.  



This bill like HB 19 that we voiced support for in House Taxation last week aligns with the City’s 
values around transparency, partnership and community engagement. The City strives to foster 
strong relationships with both our county and school district partners, and this bill codifies that 
commitment to ongoing collaboration and communication.  

We believe in how are using tax increment financing in our community and that opportunities 
for public conversations and shared decision making about projects really benefits each of the 
taxing jurisdictions affected by TIF districts, as well as members of the public.   

The City of Bozeman supports SB 3. Thank you. 


