Meet Bozeman’s Six New Firefighters
The new employees start a 6 week long training program this month
The City of Bozeman is excited to have these six brand new employees to add to our Fire Department team that is
already providing a high level of community service. This is largest group of firefighters we’ve hired in one group
since the opening of Fire Station #3 in 2009. The positions break down into 3 new positions and 3 existing vacancies. All new hires are highly qualified and will complete a 6 week academy before reporting to their assigned stations. Their swearing in will be August 12th at Fire Station #1 at 4:30 PM.
Firefighter Paramedic Teelan Durham
Where are you from?
Cameron, Montana which is a small community just south of Ennis, Montana.
What excites you about working for Bozeman Fire?
The ability to serve the members of my community to the best of my ability.
What drove you to pursue a career in the fire service?
I have always looked to push myself to be the best that I can be in this career path. Early on in my paramedic training I was
exposed to the fire service and the standards that they hold themselves to. The chance to join such a great organization in
the area that I call home is a dream come true.
What is your educational and training background?
BS in Exercise Science from MSU, AAS in Paramedicine from University of Alaska Fairbanks
What is your work background in fire and EMS
AMR Bozeman, Unified Fire Authority, Salt Lake City, UT
What do you enjoy to do in your free time?
During my free time I can be found fly fishing or attempting to golf. I also spend as much time as I can in the gym or playing
competitive sports such as basketball or competing in the city softball league.
What is something interesting about you that most people might like to know?
I am the fourth generation of a Montana ranching family. If I am not enjoying one of my hobbies in my free time I can
generally be found on horseback, fixing fence, or spending a day in a tractor.

Firefighter Paramedic Cameron Gallegos
Where are you from?
Boulder, Colorado
What excites you about working for Bozeman Fire?
Getting to work with such a great group of personnel, as well as getting to grow with the city.
What drove you to pursue a career in the fire service?
Getting to come to work every day and never know what problems we can help solve for the community.
What is your educational and training background?
Bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology from Cornell College, IA., AAS in Paramedicine from St. Anthony’s Hospital, Lakewood, CO
What is your work background in fire and EMS.
North Metro Fire Department, Denver, CO, Central Valley Fire Department
What do you enjoy to do in your free time?
Be a dad, raft, ski, run, bike, kayak, swim, train, study the fire service.
What is something interesting about you that most people might like to know?
I’m extremely superstitious due to a long baseball career.

Firefighter Paramedic Ryan Greenwell
Where are you from?
I was born and raised in Berthoud, Colorado. Berthoud is a small town in northern Colorado, just south of Fort Collins.
What excites you about working for Bozeman Fire?
One of the many great things is the positivity that I see each person in the department carry. Another thing that I am very excited to
be apart of is the community we are able serve. Our citizens are supportive and believe in us as a department. That is something that
I am honored, humbled, and excited to be apart of.
What drove you to pursue a career in the fire service?
My Dad! He was a Firefighter/Paramedic and had an incredible passion for what he did. Since I can remember, I have always wanted
to be a career Firefighter/Paramedic to serve my community.
What is your educational and training background?
AAS in Paramedicine from Denver Health, Currently enrolled at MSU pursuing my Bachelors
What is your work background in fire and EMS?
Paramedic with AMR Bozeman, Firefighter with Madison Valley Rural Fire Department. EMT with Thompson Valley EMS in Loveland, CO
What do you enjoy to do in your free time?
My absolute favorite thing to do in my free time is be with my family. I also like to fly fish (I should be honest here, I do not catch a lot of fish, but, being on the
river is the best part!). Along with those, I really like to cook, and, I love mountain biking.
What is something interesting about you that most people might like to know?
I can honestly say that I have never been skiing in Montana! But, it is on my list to do this winter.

Firefighter Paramedic Samantha Shepherd
Where are you from?
Born and Raised in Illinois
What excites you about working for Bozeman Fire?
I have been fortunate enough to see the excellence and professionalism of the Bozeman Fire Department in past visits to
Montana. I have been eagerly anticipating my chance to join the Department since that time.
What drove you to pursue a career in the fire service?
My family has always been involved in public service. The fire service was an area that always interested me, and once
began pursuing it, there was no turning back.
What is your educational and training background, both college and fire / EMS training?
AAS in Paramedicine from McHenry County College
What is your work background in fire and EMS?
Centegra / Northwestern Hospital, Huntley, IL, Woodstock Fire Department, Woodstock, IL, Union Fire District, Union, IL
What do you enjoy to do in your free time?
Hiking, Skiing, weight lifting
What is something interesting about you that most people might like to know?
I have visited all 50 states. (Montana is still my favorite)

Firefighter EMT Forrest Vogel
Where are you from?
I was born in Spokane, Washington but went to Middle and High School on the Island of Oahu.
What excites you about working for Bozeman Fire?
I am excited to be challenged in new ways and excited to get to know my coworkers who share my excitement for the fire service and
the community of Bozeman.
What drove you to pursue a career in the fire service?
I always wanted to be the kind of person that could be relied upon and the person someone would go to for help.
What is your educational and training background, both college and fire / EMS training?
B.A. in History from University of Montana (2009), EMT-Basic from Aerie Back County Medicine
What is your work background in fire and EMS
Smoke Jumper in West Yellowstone and Missoula, Firefighter with Yellowstone Club Fire Department , Firefighter with Missoula Rural Fire District
What do you enjoy to do in your free time?
Depending on the season I can usually be found mountain biking, Nordic skiing, backcountry skiing, fly fishing, trail running or elk hunting. I am also a woodworker
and enjoy carpentry.
What is something interesting about you that most people might like to know?
I have a fishing raft and enjoy taking friends and coworkers out on the river. I’m always looking for an excuse to float!

Firefighter EMT Gabrielle Walker
Where are you from?
I grew up east of Helena on a small farm with my 5 brothers and my little sister
What excites you about working for Bozeman Fire?
One of the big things that really excites me about working for Bozeman Fire is the amount of involvement in the community. I have
always believed that one of the most important things in life is relationships.
What drove you to pursue a career in the fire service?
There was a multiple fatality wreck down the street from my parent’s house. I remember the sound of the impact woke all of us up in
the middle of the night. During the days that followed I couldn’t help but think of the logistics of what the Firefighters on scene had to
do to mitigate such a bad situation. I kept coming back to the thought that these Firefighters showed up and handled a situation that most people don’t want to
even have to think about. I kept thinking how selfless they were and decided that I wanted to be part of an organization like that. I wanted to be part of something
so much bigger than myself.
What is your educational and training background?
AAS in Fire Science from Helena College, EMT Advanced from East Valley Fire Department
What is your work background in fire and EMS
St. Peters Ambulance, Helena, MT , Lewis and Clark County Fire Department, Trilakes Volunteer Fire Department, Helena, MT
What do you enjoy to do in your free time?
In my free time, I enjoy hiking as my most favorite thing to do. I spend a lot of my time hunting, fishing (usually without any luck), camping, and basically anything
outdoors. I also enjoy reading, playing/writing music, and working with animals.
What is something interesting about you that most people might like to know?
I have been an avid elk hunter from a young age, harvesting my first elk on opening day of my first hunting season. Since then I have been lucky enough to harvest
several more of what I believe is one of the most majestic creatures in America.

