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APPENDIX F 
National Recreation & Parks Association  

Recreation Facility Recommendations 
 

 

F
acility

Space
Size &

O
rientation

U
nits P

er
Service

L
ocation

R
equirem

ents
D

im
ensions

P
opulation

R
adius

N
otes

B
asketball C

ourts
     1. Y

outh
1. 2,400 - 3,036 s.f.

1. 46 - 50 X
 84 feet

Long axis
1 per 5,000

¼
 - ½

 m
ile

U
sually in school or recreation center.  Safe

     2. H
igh School

2. 5,040 - 7,280 s.f.
2. 50 X

 84 feet
north - south

w
alking or biking access.  O

utdoor courts in 
     3. C

ollegiate
3. 5,600 - 7,980 s.f.

3. 50 X
 94 feet, w

ith
neighborhood and com

m
unity parks, plus

    5 feet unobstructed
active recreation areas in other park settings.

    on all sides.
H

andball C
ourt (3 - 4 w

all)
800 s.f. for 4-w

all
20 X

 40 feet
Long axis

1 per 20,000
15 - 30 m

inutes
4-w

all usually indoor as part of m
ulti-purpose

1,000 s.f. for 3-w
all

M
inim

um
 of 10

north - south.
travel tim

e
facility.  3-w

all usually outdoor in park or
feet to rear of 3-w

all
Front w

all at north
school facility.

court.  M
inim

um
end.

20 feet overhead
clearance.

Ice H
ockey

22,000 s.f. including
R

ink - 85 X
 200 feet

Long axis north - 
Indoor - 1 per

½
 - 1 hour travel

C
lim

ate is an im
portant consideration

support area
(m

inim
um

 85 X
 185

south if outdoor
100,000

tim
e

affecting the num
ber of facilities.  B

est as part
feet).  A

dditional
O

utdoor - depends
of a m

ulti-purpose facility.
5,000 s.f. support

on clim
ate

area.
T

ennis C
ourts

M
inim

um
 of 7,200 

36 X
 78 feet w

ith
Long axis north - 

1 per 2,000
¼

 - ½
 m

ile
B

est in groups of 2 - 4.  Located in
s.f. single court

12 foot clearance
south

neighborhood or com
m

unity park, or
(2 acres for com

plex)
on both sides; 21

adjacent to school.
foot clearance on
both ends.

V
olleyball C

ourts
M

inim
um

 of
30 X

 60 feet w
ith

Long axis north - 
1 per 5,000

¼
 - ½

 m
ile

Sam
e as other court activities (e.g. basketball).

4,200 s.f.
m

inim
um

 of 6
south

feet clearance on
all sides.

B
aseball

     1. O
fficial

1. 3.0 - 3.85 acres
1. B

aselines - 90 feet
Locate hom

e plate
1. 1 per 5,000

¼
 - ½

 m
ile

Part of neighborhood com
plex.  Lighted

    m
inim

um
    Pitching distance - 

so the pitcher is
fields part of com

m
unity com

plex.
    60½

 feet
throw

ing across the
    Foul lines - 

sun and the batter
    M

inim
um

 320 feet
is not facing it.  Line

    C
enter field -

from
 hom

e plate
    400 feet plus

through pitcher's
     2. L

ittle L
eague

2. 1.2 acres
2. B

aselines - 60 feet
m

ound run
2. Lighted 1 per

    m
inim

um
    Pitching distance - 

east-northeast.
    30,000

    46 feet
    Foul lines - 
    200 feet
    C

enter field -
    200 to 250 feet

F
ootball

1.5 acres m
inim

um
160 X

 360 feet, w
ith

Fall season - long
1 per 20,000

15 - 30 m
inutes

U
sually part of baseball, football, soccer

a m
inim

um
 6 feet of

axis northw
est to 

travel tim
e

com
plex in com

m
unity park or adjacent to

clearance on all sides.
southw

est. For
high school.

longer periods
north - south.

Soccer
1.7 - 2.1 acres

195 to 225 feet X
Fall season - long

1 per 10,000
1 - 2 m

iles
N

um
ber of fields depends upon popularity.

330 to 360 feet w
ith

axis northw
est to 

Y
outh soccer can be played on sm

aller fields
a m

inim
um

 10 feet
southw

est. For
adjacent to schools or neighborhood parks.

of clearance on sides.
longer periods
north - south.
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F
acility

Sp
ace

Size &
O

rien
tation

U
n

its P
er

Service
L

ocation
R

eq
u

irem
en

ts
D

im
en

sion
s

P
op

u
lation

R
ad

iu
s

N
otes

¼
-m

ile R
u

n
n

in
g T

rack
4.3 acres

O
verall w

idth - 
L

ong axis from
1 per 20,000

15 - 30 m
inutes

U
sually part of high school, or in com

m
unity

276 feet
north to south, or

travel tim
e

park com
plex in com

bination w
ith football,

L
ength - 600 feet

northw
est to

soccer, etc.
T

rack w
idth for 4 to

southw
est, w

ith
8 lanes is 32 feet

finish line at
northerly end.

M
u

ltip
le R

ecreation
 C

ou
rt

9,840 s.f.
120 X

 80 feet
L

ong axis of courts
1 per 10,000

1 - 2 m
iles

(b
asketb

all, volleyb
all, ten

n
is)

is north - south.
G

olf
A

verage L
ength

     1. P
ar 3 (18 h

ole)
1. 50 - 60 acres

1. V
aries from

 600 - 
M

ajority of holes on
1. N

one
½

 to 1 hour travel
9 hole course can accom

m
odate 350 people

     2. 9-h
ole stan

d
ard

2. M
inim

um
 50 acres

    2,700 yards
north - south axis.

2. 1 per 25,000
tim

e
per day.  18 hole course can accom

m
odate 550

     3. 18-h
ole stan

d
ard

3. M
inim

um
 110

2. 2,250 yards
3. 1 per 50,000

to 550 people per day.  C
ourse m

ay be located
    acres

3. 6,500 yards
in com

m
unity or regional park, but should

not be over 20 m
iles from

 population center.
Sw

im
m

in
g P

ools
V

aries on size of 
T

eaching - M
inim

um
N

one - care m
ust be

1 per 20,000 (pools
15 to 30 m

inutes
P

ools for general com
m

unity use should be
pool and am

enities.
of 25 X

 45 yards, even
taken in siting of

should accom
m

odate
travel tim

e
planned for teaching, com

petitive and
U

sually ½
 to 2 acre

depth of 3 to 4 feet.
lifeguard stations

3 to 5 percent of the
recreational purposes w

ith enough depth
site.

C
om

petitive - 
in relation to after-

total population at
(3.4 m

eters) to accom
m

odate 1 m
eter and 3

M
inim

um
 of 25 X

 16
noon sun.

one tim
e.

m
eter diving boards.  L

ocated in com
m

unity
m

eters.  M
inim

um
 of

park or school site.
27 s.f. of w

ater surface
area per sw

im
m

er.
R

atio of 2 : 1 deck vs
w

ater surface.

 
 


